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SCHOOL OF 

MINISTRY

Bible 101

Class 01

Introduction to the BibleIntroduction to the Bible

This is the Bible…

Welcome to Bible 101

I am trying to design this class 
for those who have never 

picked up a Bible in their life.
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Let’s start with the BIG 
Question…

“Why the Bible?”

“Why is it so important?”

“What sets it apart?”

“Why is it different?”

The answer is not a secret…

The Bible is written by God

It is a supernatural message 

that comes from outside of our 
world and was meant for us.

God is revealing Himself to us 
through this book.

Now it is easy to say this…

A lot of people make similar 
claims about their books

So it’s easy to say this;

But can I prove it?

I believe I can
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I will let the Bible speak for itself

It is not important what I say

I am a regular human being just 

like yourself

And so I like to quote the Bible 

and let it speak for itself…

Isaiah 46:9 – 11:

“Remember the former things of 
old: for I am God, and there 

is no one else; I am God, 
and there is no one like me, ”

“Declaring the end from the 

beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are 

not yet done, saying, ‘My 
counsel shall stand, and I will 

do all my pleasure:’”
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“Calling a ravenous bird from 

the east, the man who executes 
my counsel from a far country: 

yea, I have spoken it, I will also 
bring it to pass; I have 

purposed it, I will also do it. ”

So what is this passage telling 

us?

First, this is God speaking 

through Isaiah.

God declares that there is no 
one like Him

There are no other gods

God is going to tell us the “end 

from the beginning”

In other words, God is going to 

prove that He exists by telling 
us the future before it happens

He learn from other passages 

that God is correct 100%
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How is that possible?

How can God be right each and 
every time?

The answer is simple…

God is not “predicting” the 

future

He is not looking at it an 

guessing at what is going to 
happen

He tells us what He is going to 

do

He then controls all the events 

involved

And makes it happen
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This is why prophecy is proof 

that God does exist

That God is in charge

And that God can control all 
the events in the universe

Prophecy is proof of God

And this book 

is a carefully 
recorded 
record of 
everything God 

wants us to 
know about 
Him

We are in 

this world 

and so it is 

impossible 

for us to 

ever come 

before God
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We can never come before 

God

But it is possible for God to 

contact us

This is what He did in the Old 
Testament through His 

prophets
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But God had a better plan…

This is what He did in the New 
Testament through His Son, 

Jesus

That is what this book truly is

It is God reach out of Heaven

And into our world

To reveal Himself
to us

And to guide us
through this life
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It is a collection of information 

that we will need to avoid many 
of the problems we will face in 

this world

II Timothy 3:16:

“All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness.”

But the Bible gives it another 

name…
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The Sword of the Spirit…

When you became a believer,

You became part of a spiritual 
war

It is taking place all around you

Ephesians 6:12:

“For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against [the 

source of evil], against powers, 
against the rulers of darkness 

of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.”
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In Ephesians Chapter Six Paul 

identifies things that God has 
given you to protect you:

The Belt of Truth  

Breastplate of Righteousness

Boots of Preparation of Gospel

Shield of Faith

The Helmet of Salvation

But the Bible gives you two 

weapons to attack the enemy:

The Sword of the Spirit [Bible]

And prayer

This session is going to teach 

you how to use your Bible to 
get the most information out of 

it as possible
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Next week we are going to 

discuss specific kinds of Bibles 
and various translations of the 

Bible

Tonight I want to touch on how 

to find things in your Bible

And how to use your Bible

LLet’s get down to the basics

The Bible is more than a single 
book

It is a collection of books

These are books proven to be 
written by God

There are 66 books

They were written by over 40 
authors

They were written over a period 
of 1,500 to 2,000 years
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They are broken down into two 

groups:

The Old Testament

Written to the Jews

The New Testament

Written to the Church

Testament means “promise”

The First half of the Bible, the 
Old Testament, was written 
mostly in Hebrew.

Some of the Old Testament 
was written in Aramaic 

The last half of the Bible, the 
New Testament was written in 
Greek

These books have been tested 
to make sure that they were 
given by God

There were collected into a 
single volume

The Bible could be considered 
a portable library containing 
God’s messages to us
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The books are also collected into 

groups

When each book was written, it 

was a single continuous text

Sometimes it did not even have 

punctuation or paragraphs

Over the years each book was 
divided into chapters and verses 

to make finding a verse easier

To reference a specific verse 

you provide:

1. The name of the Book

2. The chapter in that book

3. The number of the verse
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Example II Timothy 3:16

1. Go to the Book of II Timothy

(This is in the New

Testament and is part of
Letters)

2. Go to Chapter 3

3. Pull up verse 16

II Timothy 3:16:

“All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness.”

Using the reference II Timothy 

3:16 will tell other people which 
verse you are referring to and 

they can go to their Bible and 
look it up for themselves
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There is a 
Table of 
Contents at the 
beginning of 
each Bible to 
tell you the 
page number 
each book 
begins on

While there is a Table of 

Contents at the beginning of 
each Bible to tell you the page 
number each book begins on it 

will be easier and faster to find 
books of the Bible if you just 

learn the Books of the Bible in 
order

The Old Testament records 

events before Jesus was born

The New Testament records 

events beginning with the birth 
of Jesus and afterwards

The Jews only accept the Old 

Testament
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The Books of Law

These are the books of: 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers and Deuteronomy

There were written by Moses

They were dictated to Moses by 

God on Mount Sinai

Genesis starts with the 

Creation and records man’s fall 
into sin, the Flood, God’s calling 

Abraham and the descendants 
of Abraham who will become 

the nation of Israel [the Jews]

Exodus picks up four hundred 

years later

The Children of Israel have 

been made slaves

God sends Moses to confront 
Pharaoh and force Pharaoh to 

set the slaves free
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Leviticus is a How-To Book for 

the Tribe of Levi which will serve 
as the priests of God to the 

Children of Israel

It discusses sacrifices

It discusses Feasts

It give procedures for the priests

Numbers records the forty 
years that the Children of Israel 
wandered in the wilderness 
after leaving Egypt

[Hint: Numbers = 40 Years]

Because they disobeyed God, 
He would not let that generation 
enter the Promised Land

Deuteronomy is Moses’

farewell address to the Children 
of Israel

He could not go into the 
Promised Land because of sin

Joshua would take over and 

lead them
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We then go into the books of 

history

They start with Joshua leading 

the Children of Israel into the 
Promised Land and taking the 

land

We have Judges, Ruth, I and II 

Samuel, I and II Kings, I and 
Second Chronicles

Israel transforms from a God-
ruled nation into a monarchy

And the monarchy leads Israel 

into corruption and exile

Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther and 
Daniel deal with the time of the 
70 Years in Babylon and the 

return home

The books of Prophets covers 

this same period with different 
messages
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This brings us to the New 

Testament

The New Testament begins 

with the birth of Jesus, His life, 
teachings, death and 

resurrection

These events are told from four 

different points of view:

1. Matthew – Jesus is Messiah

2. Mark – Jesus is servant

3. Luke – Jesus as perfect man

4. John – Jesus as God

There is only one Book of 

History in the New Testament

The Book of Acts records the 

early Church and the 
missionary journeys of Paul

It was written by a Gentile 

named Luke, Paul’s physician
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There are 21 letters written by 

Paul, Peter, John and Jude

These discuss doctrines and 

teachings of the Church

There is one book of Prophecy 

in the New Testament

The Book of Revelation is a 

vision given to John by Jesus 
showing God’s judgment on the 

world and Jesus returning to 
rule on the earth

Now it is important for you to 

know how to read and study the 
Bible for yourself

If not, then you will forever be at 
the mercy of Cults and false 

teachers
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How can you know what they 

are telling you is true or false?

You have to be able to check it 

out for yourself

When in doubt…

You will be able to check it out

If it’s not in the Bible;

Then it can’t be trusted

The Bereans listened to Paul

And then they checked it out for 

themselves

That is the goal for this class

We want you to be able to test 
every teaching for yourself

You will be able to tell if 
someone is lying to you
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There are some rules you need 
to keep in mind…

The first is that God cannot lie 
[See Hebrews 6:18]

God does not change [Malachi 
3:16]

God does not take back His 
gifts [Romans 11:29]

When it comes to debates, 
there is another rule to 
remember…

The person making the claim 
has the burden to prove that it 

is true

It is not enough to say, “The 

Bible says…”

Where does it say this?

Give me the book, chapter and 
verse

Until they prove it is true, do not 

believe them
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In a court of law there is 

another rule…

Read the law for yourself

If there is no ambiguity in it

If that’s what it says; then that’s 
what it means

Do not fight over it

So let’s look at the resources 

you have available

Your first job will be to find the 

verse you want to study

This is where a Concordance 
can prove helpful

There are 

many kinds of 
Concordances

It can be as 

simple as one 
in the back of 
your Bible
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It can be as 

extensive as 
the Strong’s 
Exhaustive 
Concordance

The more pages/space 

available, the more words you 
can list

The Concordance will list all its 
words alphabetically

It then lists the references to the 

verses where the word is found

If you know one word in the 
verse, you will be able to find 
the verse

This will also show you where 
this word is used in other 
verses

This way you can do a word 
study in your Bible
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Now as you 

are studying 
words, there 
are other 
resources

There is your 

basic Bible 
Dictionary

Some 

resources
will have what 

is called an 
illustrated 
Bible
Dictionary

These may be 

in the back of 
your Bible, or 

you can buy 
a separate 
dictionary
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You need to be aware of 

whether a word’s meaning may 
have changed since your Bible 

was written

This is more of a problem for 

the original King James Bible 
versus a modern translation

The word 

“nigh” in the
KJV actually
means “near”

This resource

gives modern
meanings to
Shakespeare
terms
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We mentioned that the original 

Old Testament was written in 
Hebrew and Aramaic

We also noted the New 
Testament was written in Greek

These words can have multiple 

meanings

There is a 

way to check 
this even if 
you do not 
read Hebrew 
or Greek

In addition to being a 

Concordance with every word 
in the Bible listed – yes, even 

“the” and “and” – each word is 
numbered
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Those words that are from 

Hebrew begin with an “H”

Those words that are Greek 

begin with a “G”

In the back of the Concordance 
every word in the Bible is listed 

numerically

All you do is find the number for 
your word

The original Hebrew or Greek 
word will be listed

There will be a guide as to how 
to pronounce it

Followed by the meaning of the 
word

There are two words I need to 

define at this point

The first is exposition: “a 

comprehensive description or 
explanation of an idea or 

theory”
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The second is exegesis: 

“critical explanation or 
interpretation of a text, 

especially Scripture”

Both of these words describe a 

process in research

An “exposition” is study and 

analysis of a single word

An “exegesis” it a study and 

analysis of a text based on 
words, grammar and 

punctuation

An “exposition”

will give more 
than a one or 
two word 
answer



31

This will

provide a
detailed

discussion
on a single
word

There are

entire books
on word

studies

Now as part

of a word
study, some
scholars like
to study the

original word
with all its
meanings
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The Hebrew

Lexicon will
expand on

the word’s
meaning and
use

There are

also Greek

Lexicons
available

The Lexicon

expands on 
the word
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The Lexicons

would probably
be more

beneficial for
those students
using an 
interlineal

version

Many Bibles

will be what
we call “Words

in Red”

Everything that
Jesus said is
printed in red

Some Bibles 

will provide
notes and

references
in the middle
column
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In this case, where there is a letter 

before a word…

The various references are found 
in the middle column

Your version 

may offer 
footnotes to 
the text

These can
be in the

middle
column…

There will be a number after a 

word in the verse…

And the information will be listed in 
the column after that number
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It can also offer a different 

possible word in this verse

Sometimes, 

the footnote 
can be at the 

bottom of the 
page

In the Old Testament, you may 
come across places where the 

word “Lord” is in all capital 
letters” “LORD.”

There are several Hebrew 

words used to refer to God
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There is the word “Adoni”

This can refer to God or any 

person in a place of authority

There is “Elohem” which refers 
to someone in the spiritual 

realm who is in authority

But then there is a name that 
applies only to God

This is the title YHWH

This name is so holy that Jews 
are not permitted to speak it

There are special procedures 
they must follow to write it

You might notice in some 
books and articles the use of 

the word “G-d” rather than 
“God.”

This is so they do not write the 

name of God
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When you see the word 
“LORD” in the Old Testament 

in all capital letters, this is 
when the word in the original 

text was “YHWH.’

This is the unpronounceable 
name of God.

One last piece of information 
that you need to pay attention 

to in your studies

With the King James Bible 
some of the words are in italics

This means this word was not 
in the original text

The translators did this to let the 
reader know that they thought 

that adding this word clarified 
the meaning of the verse

So you need to ask yourself if 

this makes it clearer, or does it, 
in fact, change the message
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Consider John 8:24 where Jesus is 
confronting the religious leaders

Notice the word “he” is in italics

“He” was not in the original text

Does this make a difference?

“Unless you believe that I am 
he…”

versus

“Unless you believe that I am”

There is a piece of information 
you need at this point.

In the Jewish culture at that 
time, “I AM” was a title for God

It came from Moses at the 

burning bush
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Moses specifically asked God 
for His name

“Whom shall I say sent me?”

“I AM that I AM. Tell them I AM 
sent you” [Exodus 3:14]

One version has Jesus 
declaring that He is someone 

special, but does not identify 
who He is referring to

But if Jesus is saying 

“…Unless you believe I AM, 
you shall die in your sins” He 

is claiming to be God

Is there additional information 
that gives us a better 

understanding of what Jesus 
actually said in the original 

text?
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Believe it or not, there is

Notice the reactions in John 10:31 -
33

The religious leaders knew 
exactly what Jesus was 

claiming

He said, “Unless you believe 
that I AM, you shall die in your 

sins.”

In the original text, Jesus 
declared that unless you 

believe that He is God, you will 
die in your sins.

It does make a difference if 

that “he” was added or not

It changes the message
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Now notice another important 
point I just illustrated

You can use the Bible to 
interpret the Bible

You can use other portions of 

the Bible to clear up any 
confusion

When studying your Bible, all 
the Bible must agree with 

other portions of the Bible

You cannot take a single verse 
and build a teaching on it –

especially if other parts of the 
Bible contradict it

This is called “Harmonizing the 
Scriptures” [Harmonizing the 

text]

God cannot lie

God does not change

Therefore all Scripture has to 
teach the same message
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Just remember:

References, resources, 
footnotes and other information 

are NOT part of God’s original 
message

Do not accept these without 

checking them out for yourself

Let me comment for a moment 

on one version of the Bible

This would be the Gideons

The Gideon’s is an international 
order of businessmen

Their goal is to give Bibles 

away

They have published several 
variations of Bibles and New 
Testaments for people to use

You normally find a copy of a 
Gideon Bible in a hotel or motel 
drawer

This is for those who are in 
need
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In some of their Bibles they 

have added some aids to help a 
person who does not know how 

to use the Bible

Let me share these before we 

move on
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Now we have covered a lot, but 

I want to cover one more 
resource before we close

This is an on-line resource

And it is free

The Blue Letter Bible
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I know we are running late,

But before we close, I want to 
show you the most powerful 

message in this Bible

I want to teach this to you 
before we leave.

Romans 3:23:

“For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.”

Romans 6:23:

“For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord”

Romans 5:8:

“But God [extended] His 
love towards us, in that, 

while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for 
us.”
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Romans 10:9 – 10:

“That if you shall confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus, and 

shall believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the 

dead, you shall be saved…

For with the heart man believes 

unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made 

unto salvation.”

Romans 10:13:

“For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.”



52

Romans 8:1:

“There is therefore NOW NO 
CONDEMNATION for those 

who are in Christ Jesus…”

Romans 11:29:

“For the gifts [salvation] and 
callings of God are without 

repentance.”

[This means they can never be 
taken back]

Paul put it this way in 

Ephesians 2:8 – 9:

“For by grace are you saved 

through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God;

Not of works lest any man 

should boast.”
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Jesus put it this way in John 

3:16:

“For God so loved the world, 

that He gave His only Begotten 
Son; that whosoever believes in 

Him should not perish, but have 
EVERLASTING LIFE.”

This is the most powerful 

message in the Bible

It was so powerful that God 

wrote it down to guarantee it

All we have to do is ask for it

So just to make sure, I want to 

lead everyone who wants to be 
saved in a simple prayer

Just repeat after me and 
believe what you say

And you shall be saved…
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Dear Jesus:

I have sinned and broken Your 
Law. I am not perfect before 

You.

I am sorry I did this and ask 
You to forgive me

I want to claim Your promise to 

forgive me and to give me 
everlasting life

I accept You as my Savior

Write my name in Your Book of 
Life

Fill me now with Your Holy 

Spirit and make me one of Your 
children

Amen
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If you prayed this and meant it 

you have just been born 
spiritually

Your spirit is now alive within 
you and it will never die

You now belong to Jesus

And both Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit have come to live inside 
you

They will lead you and guide 
you in your new life

In the back or front of your Bible 
write Spiritual B-Day and 
today’s date

This is the day that you 

became a Child of God

And nothing can ever change 

that

Or take it away from you…

EVER!
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Next week we will look at 

different translations and 
versions of the Bible…

QUESTIONS


